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Underwater laboratory
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The underwater environment is very different from our well-known terrestrial one. 

All our senses, and most of our experiences, are related to the aerial environment. We know more 
or less at which time of the year and which time of the day to expect birds and grasshoppers to 
sing. We are experienced in understanding how cold, windy or wet weather affects wildlife on 
land; for example, heavy rainfall cause the springtime bird chorus to cease. If we hear an animal, 
we can not only guess what kind it is, but also estimate how far away it is and in which direction 
from us. 

Our experiences underwater are for sure far from complete. Most of all have only sporadically, or 
perhaps never, experienced the underwater environment. What does an eel grass bed look like in 
the middle of the night, compared to at noon, on a summer day? When does spring start at diffe-
rent depths? What are the first signs of the autumn underwater?

Go to http://www.sdu.dk/da/havet and have a look at what a ship wreck south of Funen looks like 
at 10 m depth right now. What animals can you see? Any fish? Mussels? Barnacles? What is the 
water visibility like today?


